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My Spectrum of War Thesis

Probably the sharpest insight | got into how
Insurgent War could be as important to the
United States in the spectrum of war as was
Conventional War came when | was trying to
find a way to portray, graphically, where they
each stood on the scale from guerilla
Insurgencies, through conventional regiment
division fighting, to nuclear exchanges.

If one makes the X - vertical - scale show the
'MEANS' of such wars (ie from guerilla combat
at the lowest), conventional war combat in the
middle, and nuclear missiles and bombers at
the 'top' end. One can then portray the Y axis
as COSTS. With each war plotted out from the
Y representing time from its beginning.

With Vietnam (insurgent level of Means) having
already taken longer than WWII, at heavy,

but prolonged, even if at a lower level of costs,

and Korea (conventional means) having lasted

just two years before the truce, with heavier
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costs, and Nuclear War, brief but very costly In
Its expenditure of what fissionable stockpiles
were accumulated at great cost, one gets a new
picture.

For the Vietham War, projected out to 10 or
more years costs MORE than the Korean War
which was 2-3!

That puts the 'price' America has to pay for war
In a realistic perspective, and

gives counterinsurgency an important place in
the Spectrum.

In my Army War College Study (Essay) | made
my case why a visual 'Spectrum of War' was
necessary. It was expressed in my conclusion,

2/4


http://www.phoca.cz/phocapdf

Army War College (2)

Category: Army War College 1966-1967
Published: Friday, 16 September 2011 20:22
Written by dave

Hits: 3428

IR KK AR KRR R KK KK KK KK KK SUDEN KKK E K KKK

THIS PAPER IS AN INDIVIDUAL EFFORT ON THE

PART OF A STUDENT AT THE US ARMY WAR g '
COLLEGE. IT IS FURNISHED WITHOUT COMMENT ' : :
BY THE COLLEGE FOR SUCH BENEFIT TO THE .

USER AS MAY ACCRUE.

7 April 1967

FORCE IN THE INTERNATIONAL POLITICAL
PROCESS: AN ORIGINAL PROPOSAL FOR A
MODERN U.S. SPECTRUM OF CONFLICT

DAVID R. HUGHES

Lieutenant Colonel, Infantry

REPRODUCTION OF THIS DOCUMENT IN WHOL E OR IN PART IS PROHIBITED
EXCEPT WITH PERMISSION OF THE COMMANDANT, US ARMY WAR COLLEGE.

RoT US ARMY WAR COLLEGE, CARLISLE BARRACKS, PENNSYLVANIA

3/4


http://www.phoca.cz/phocapdf

Army War College (2)

Category: Army War College 1966-1967
Published: Friday, 16 September 2011 20:22
Written by dave

Hits: 3428

MEANS VS COSTS SCALE
e
P oy
A US=~USBER w#
/GEN WARS
Tue f* 390 Nue War¢f/
Wwpns i o d:} /
- -
(.f/ Vs
on 7
74 %} Korea /
7 4
/a TTVMTTTT WARS ‘/
< LIMITED WARS i
¢

MEANS /
Combat | & .1 . Py, e
o ucvanon SVN
Forces! S E s e
p
Covert / @ s
Forcegs!

L / Bay of wm 1)

S
Mil i Fie) (" ) v//‘
M1l | s Ve
TG s 0010moj Thailand V4
/
Police IRREGULAR WARS 4
Aid
™ i‘
con ] Nigeria &
14y
"‘ ___

Adv (7 Venezuela
Aid (; t ! ; ¢ L . e
£1 Million  $1l0M $100M $1 Billion $10B $100B 41 Trill

US_COSTS

i Mlgure 4

As you can see, Vietnam started as an
Insurgency - in the lower spectrum of war. But
as it continued, it not only escalated into the
Conventional (Limited) War level AND it was
costing more than the Korean Conventional
War!
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