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Our assigned quarters 9B at West Point in the winter of
56. In the late 1800s it held a 1st Lieutenant and his
family. Both levels. By the time we got there it was for two
Captains and their families - one in 9A, we upstairs in 9B.
It overlooked the Hudson River. And no, we did not have
to climb those stairs from the front. There was just a short
stairs from the road, parking, and garage behind the
house which had been built on the steep granite slope
that much of West Point consisted of.
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Patsy with young David in front of our house about 1956 whi

on Thayer Road between the Cadet area and the Thayer Hot

away paralleling the Hudson River to the left. Where the band
formations could rehearse long parades in New York or els
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Rebecca, much later, and a mom herself observed:

"David got a nice poem to go along with his birth
announcement, | got the famous "Baby Basket".
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Now | don't know where the basket and wheels came
from (I suspect the West Point thrift store!), but | do know
that heavily pregnant mom made the skirt from scratch
and decorated it with light veiling and yellow ribbons
using her trusty singer sewing machine.
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| guess they did not know whether the baby was going to
be a boy or girl, so went with yellow!

Anyway, the hard work was done, the skirt ironed to
perfection with a lot of starch, the ribbons wound around
and tied into pretty bows and all stood back to admire it.

While almost 3 year old David was riding circles around
the basket on his tricycle, Dad got out the camera and
took a picture of this masterpiece. His wife was so proud
at her thriftiness.

Without further ado, David rode into the skirt and ripped a
long tear along the front.

To this day, the tear is there, with mom's hasty hand
stitches.

Edward graced this basket as a newborn (his picture
comes later!), and so have my children, Jennifer and
Lindsey. Their pictures will be included in this narrative
when they were born in 1982 and 1985.

| think | was able to get Caitlyn Patricia Tilton 2003
(Jennifer's daughter and Patsy great granddaughter) in it
once for a picture. | set it up for Nathan Tilton 2006, but
alas, he didn't get into it before it was dismantled and put
back into storage. Lindsey declined the family baby
basket for Brynn (something about wanting something
newer) , but yet it still resides at my home awaiting further
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babies.

Did Ed's boys end up in it for a picture?"

Mother Hughes Visits
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Suddenly the house shook and trembled - twice.
The cargo ship had gotten lost in the fog wandered over
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And Patsy started out with the SECOND
Carriage with Becky on the outdoor
second floor porch to our Quarters 9B.
Hudson River in view
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Starting him early to help out.
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Newburgh News
N.Y. APR 4 1957

scrapbooks inc., so. plainfield, n. J.
HUGHES — Capt. and Mrs. David
- P, ‘Hughes of Quarters 9B, West
~ Point, (Patricia Simpson) are
the parents of a daughter, Mary
Rebecca, born March 28 in West
Point Hospital.

A

Newburgh is just up river from West And always Dr
Point Mom
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Our Quarters in the New England Winter
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