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WHEN FORT CARSON REALLY ARRIVED
Posted by Dave Hughes on September 24, 2009 at 3:55pm View Blog

The period between 1968 and 1972 were the years Fort Carson arrived, after having
been regarded, from 1942 on by career officers and NCOs, as a second class Army
post.

Carson held boots-on-the ground Infantry Divisions during World War II and the
Korean War. It grew and shrunk according to the world scene. It had its Colorado
appeal for soldiers. But it was not much regarded, as a place to serve, professionally.

Then Secretary of Defense McNamara was looking for posts to eliminate to save
money. He sent out senior officers to evaluate many of them. Army LTG Heintges
reported back that, with marginal-value private land to the south, Fort Carson could
become a Post of the future, not of the past. Carson was not only saved, it was made
the home of its first Mechanized Infantry Division - the legendary Normandy
Invasion 4th Infantry. While it would need more training space for its wide ranging
tanks and tracks, construction of new facilities followed.

With the Vietnam War heading for closure the decision was also made in
Washington to create an All-Volunteer, rather than Draft, Army. Carson was made a
test post. The perfect commander to lead it arrived in 1970 – Maj Gen Bernard
Rogers. Rogers implemented a radical series of ‘Support the Soldier’ measures that
tapped into the energy of the new 60’s generation of young men. He formed a series
of Enlisted, Racial, Junior Officer and even junior Wives Councils which, during
serious rap sessions debated how to improve the post and Army. The social climate
was transformed. Crime went down, support went up. The Volunteer Army was
launched. Carson became legendary.

Even Foreign Defense Ministers visited the post, for their countries were dealing,
also, with the effect on their societies of Woodstock and the ‘60s.

Field training, the core Carson mission, became effective and exciting as soldiers who
had never ridden in a tracked vehicle in Vietnam engaged in challenging ‘Adventure
Training’ to master the skills they would need on European and middle Eastern
battlefields. That brought commanders from across the Army to see the new ‘Iron
Horse Division’ training methods. I was deeply involved as a commander and Chief
of Staff in helping General Rogers transform the post and its military readiness.

By the time Rogers left to become, eventually, Army Chief of Staff and then NATO
Supreme Commander, Fort Carson was the place to request to be assigned to by the
professional officer and NCO Corps of the combat arms Army. As the new center of

converted by Web2PDFConvert.com

http://www.mycoloradogazette.com/main/authorization/signUp?target=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.mycoloradogazette.com%2Fprofiles%2Fblogs%2Fwhen-fort-carson-really
http://www.mycoloradogazette.com/main/authorization/signIn?target=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.mycoloradogazette.com%2Fprofiles%2Fblogs%2Fwhen-fort-carson-really
http://www.mycoloradogazette.com/
http://www.mycoloradogazette.com/
http://www.mycoloradogazette.com/profiles
http://www.mycoloradogazette.com/profiles/blog/list
http://www.mycoloradogazette.com/groups
http://www.mycoloradogazette.com/page/contact-us
http://www.mycoloradogazette.com/
http://www.mycoloradogazette.com/page/in-print
http://www.mycoloradogazette.com/profiles/blog/list
http://www.mycoloradogazette.com/profiles/blog/list?my=1
http://www.mycoloradogazette.com/profiles/blog/new
http://www.mycoloradogazette.com/profile/DaveHughes991
http://www.mycoloradogazette.com/profile/DaveHughes991
http://www.mycoloradogazette.com/profiles/blog/list?user=1xh9hd9fticw9
http://www.mycoloradogazette.com/main/authorization/signUp?target=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.mycoloradogazette.com%2Fprofiles%2Fblogs%2Fwhen-fort-carson-really
http://www.mycoloradogazette.com/main/authorization/signIn?target=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.mycoloradogazette.com%2Fprofiles%2Fblogs%2Fwhen-fort-carson-really
https://csfreshink.networkauth.com/facebook/connect_start?ext_perm=user_birthday%2Cuser_location%2Cemail&token_url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.mycoloradogazette.com%2Fmain%2Fauthorization%2FprocessExternalAuth%3Ftarget%3Dhttp%253A%252F%252Fwww.mycoloradogazette.com%252Fprofiles%252Fblogs%252Fwhen-fort-carson-really%26source%3DsignUp%26close%3D0%26provider%3Dfacebook
http://www.mycoloradogazette.com/profile/KimPhillips
http://www.mycoloradogazette.com/profile/KaterinaKlein
http://www.mycoloradogazette.com/profile/DawidSeder
http://www.mycoloradogazette.com/profile/CadyHeron
http://www.mycoloradogazette.com/profile/MoxieGirlPR
http://www.mycoloradogazette.com/profile/MarkCross
http://www.mycoloradogazette.com/profiles/members/
http://www.mycoloradogazette.com/photo/img-4000-43?context=latest
http://www.mycoloradogazette.com/photo/img-4000-43?context=latest
http://www.mycoloradogazette.com/profile/TanjaBritton
http://www.mycoloradogazette.com/photo/img-4000-43?context=latest#comments
http://www.mycoloradogazette.com/photo/img-4000-43?context=latest
http://www.mycoloradogazette.com/photo/img-4000-33?context=latest
http://www.mycoloradogazette.com/photo/img-4000-33?context=latest
http://www.mycoloradogazette.com/profile/TanjaBritton
http://www.mycoloradogazette.com/photo/img-4000-33?context=latest#comments
http://www.mycoloradogazette.com/photo/img-4000-33?context=latest
http://www.mycoloradogazette.com/photo/photo/chooseUploader
http://www.mycoloradogazette.com/photo/photo/list
http://www.csfreshink.com/photo/photo/slideshow?albumId=3831802:Album:208111
http://www.mycoloradogazette.com/events/the-network-meeting-for-parents-caring-for-individuals-with
http://www.mycoloradogazette.com/events/pine-forest-spring-show-sale
http://www.mycoloradogazette.com/events/john-denver-tribute-with-jim-curry
http://www.web2pdfconvert.com?ref=PDF
http://www.web2pdfconvert.com?ref=PDF


© 2016   Created by Colorado Springs.   Powered by Badges  |  Report an Issue  |  Terms of Service

Comment
YOU NEED TO BE A MEMBER OF FRESH INK TO ADD COMMENTS!
Join FRESH INK

PHOTO GALLERIES

Add an Event View All

EVENTS

THE NETWORK MEETING FOR
PARENTS CARING FOR
INDIVIDUALS WITH DISABILITIES
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April 8, 2016 from 6pm to 8pm – Zach's Place
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April 23, 2016 at 10am to April 24, 2016 at
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the Mech Infantry which never had had a professional home, Fort Carson had
arrived. It has never looked back.

LIFE MAGAZINE 1970

The 'New' Fort Carson and the Iron Horse Division
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